
 Spirit week 
was a four day 
event, themed 
around salad 
dressings. 
 The week 
was planned by 
student council.  
The first day’s 
theme was Thou-
sand Island Dress-
ing. Students 
and staff wore 
tropical/ Hawaiian 
themed attire such 
as tropical shirts 
and sandals. 
 The second 

day’s theme was 
Caesar Dressing, 
which involved 
students and staff 
wearing togas. 
 Ranch 
Dressing was the 
theme of day three 
and students and 
staff wore cowboy 
hats, cowboy boots, 
flannel shirts and 
jeans. 
 On the 
fourth and final day 
of spirit week, the 
theme was House 
Dressing and many 

participants wore 
colors to support 
their class. 
 During 
the entirety of 
spirit week, a 
different coin 
was collected 
each day to ben-
efit the designat-
ed state charity. 
 Also on 
the last day, a 
pep rally was 
held to decide 
which class 
would win spirit 
week. 

 The pep 
rally included 
events such as 
volleyball, bottle 
flipping, relay, tug 
of war and hula 
hoop. 
 On the 
evening of the pep 
rally, a blacklight 
dance was hosted 
by student coun-
cil.  During the 
blacklight dance, 
students enjoyed 
hanging out with 
friends, while 
waiting for the 

much anticipated 
announcement of 
who won spirit 
week.  
 The 2018 
winner of spirit 
week was the se-
niors.  The Class 
of 2018 has one 
more memory to 
add to their high 
school experi-
ences. 

by Antonio Santos
Class of 2018 Proved Most Spirited

 On March 
2nd and 3rd, 
Riverside High 
School’s drama 
club put on a pro-
duction of Seussi-
cal Jr.  
 The main 
cast consisted of 
Jada Karp as The 
Cat in the Hat, 
Lindsay Towey 
as JoJo, Aaron 
Massey as Hor-
ton the Elephant, 
Joanna DiMiero 
as Mayzie La-
bird and Morgan 
Blake as Sour 
Kangaroo.  
 The play 
followed the 
story of Horton 
the Elephant try-
ing to save his 

small Who friends.  
 Because no-
body else can see 
or hear them, the 
whole cast char-
acters think he’s 
crazy.  
 The play 
was narrated by 
Jada Karp’s The 
Cat in the Hat, as 
she portrayed a 
news reporter.  
 Through 
Horton’s tri-
als- from keep-
ing Mayzie’s egg 
warm to being 
attacked by all of 
the other mem-
bers, he is able to 
save the Whos, all 
while teaching the 
audience that “A 
person’s a person, 

no matter how 
small”. 
 The play, 
of course, could 
not have gone 
on without the 
stage crew, 
led by Syd-
ney Hoelz and 
the dominant 
force of advi-
sors Ms. Jackie 
Leone and Ms. 
Melissa Aviles.  
The drama club 
also was lucky 
to have the as-
sistance of the 
Pac Rats, dra-
maq club group, 
who came and 
helped make the 
larger props and 
scenery for the 
performance. 

by Kacey Stratton 
Seussical Juniors Spectacular Show 

 The play 
took nearly three 
months to pre-
pare.   Those 
three months 
consisted of play 
practices, lighting 
setup, costume 
choices, and prop 
making.  
 The cost 
to attend the play 
was $5 for stu-

dents and $8 for 
everyone else.  
 The show 
went on at 7pm 
both nights with 
a fifteen minute 
intermission be-
tween parts.  
 Thanks to 
the cast and crew, 
Seussical Jr. was 
able to go off 
without a hitch!

The RHS Drama Club Seniors pose af-
ter their last high school performance. 



 Want a good place to catch up on your games while eating mouth-
watering wings?
 Buffalo Wild Wings is the place to go! It’s casual and kid friendly. 
The closest location to Riverside is on 1598 Nixon Drive in Moorestown. 
Going on a weeknight was great. We didn’t have to wait a bit. The waiter 
came right over to us to take the order for drinks and after took our order 
for food. The waiter was on the ball the whole time. I ordered classic buf-
falo mild wings and since it was a Tuesday, we got half off on their tradi-
tional wings.   
 Throughout the night, I also realized how clean the place had been. 
Overall, it was a really nice experience. During the warm seasons, they 
even have a place outside for you to eat and have TVs set up out their as 
well. I highly recommend going. You will have a great time!

by Madison Carucci

Restaurant 
Review 

Q: If you weren’t a teacher, what do you think would be 
the following career option?
A: I’ve always wanted to teach since I was in the fourth 
grade, but if I had to choose, it’d be a maternity nurse or a 
social worker.

Q: How many years have you taught at RHS?
A: I started at Willingboro in 1997-2003. In 2005,  I started 
at RHS as a supplemental teacher then became a full-time  
teacher in 2007.

Q: What college(s) did you go to?
A: I graduated with my BA from Rowan University, and 
earned my MED from Graceland University.

Q: How do you feel about your students?
A: I love them all! I feel blessed everyday to work at Riv-
erside High School. I’ve learned so much from my students 
and they’re so special to me! I can’t imagine life without my 
students.

Q: If you can think of one thing to improve in our school, 
what would it be?
A: We have a great school, but there’s always room for 
improvement. I want my students to be able to learn in a 
safe environment. I want my students all to be prepared for 
the future they choose. I want them to dream big and fight 
to achieve their goals. I want my students to know that I’ll 
always be there to help them along the way!

Mrs. 
Tara 

Stellwag 



10 Strange Facts 
By: Mya Coleman

1.) Australia has over 10.000 beaches, you could be going to 
a different beach every day for many years. 

2.) The nation animal of Scotland is the Unicorn.

3.) Talkeetna, Alaska has had a cat for mayor, Stubbs, since 
1997.

4.) There is an island in the Bahamas called Pig Beach, over 
run by swimming pigs.

5.) As of 2002, more people have been killed by dogs than 
by sharks. 

6.) Hares are born with fur and can see, while rabbits are 
born naked and blind.

7.) As humans get older, their brains shrink.

8.) It’s impossible to hum while you blow your nose.

9.) Chewing gum after a meal reduces heartburn.

10.) Newborns don’t shed tears.

 Remember the snowstorm on 
March 7th? It was crazy enough that we 
had such a large snowstorm in March. 
But even a week later, Central New 
Jersey is still struggling without power. 
About 10,000 people were left in the dark 
after the snowstorm that Wednesday. 
Even with the temperatures going as high 
as in the 40s, life is still disrupted by 
fallen trees and downed wires because of 
the heavy snow. 
     As the winter continued, the weather 
has shown to be unpredictable and this 
winter is showing to be much colder win-
ter than last year. 
 As much as 19 inches of snow 
fell on the first full day of spring, March 
20th, in and around the area.
 Hopefully the last of old man win-
ter has been seen by Philadelphia and the 
surrounding areas!

by Olivia Thompson 
Wacky Winter Weather

 As soon as 
the Houston Astros 
closed out a stirring 
seven-game World 
Series by bringing 
home the first title 
in franchise history, 
the questions began 
if they would do it 
again. 
 The As-
tros have a chance 
to do it again to 
become the first 
repeat World Series 
winners since the 
Yankees in 2000. 
 The New 
York Yankees are a 
team to watch this 
season to possibly 
beat the Astros, who 
eliminated them 
in the American 
League Champion-
ship Series last year.
 The Wash-

ington Nationals won 
97 games last season, 
the second-most in the 
National League, but 
lost in the Division 
Series to the defend-
ing champion Chicago 
Cubs.
 This year, 
Washington’s team has 
a good chance to be 
even better. 
 Adam Ea-
ton, last winter’s big 
acquisition, is back 
after tearing his ACL 
in April and should be 
an upgrade over Jason 
Werth in left field. 
  Sean 
Doolittle, Ryan Mad-
son and Brandon 
Kintzler who were 
all acquired midway 
through last season 
will have a chance to 
make a greater impact 

in a full season. 
Washington also 
solidified the back 
of the rotation by 
adding Jeremy 
Hellickson. 
 Given all 
the bandwidth 
hogged by the 
New York Yan-
kees and their 
offseason acquisi-
tion of Giancarlo 
Stanton, it’s easy 
to forget that the 
Boston Red Sox 
have claimed 
back-to-back 
American League 
East Titles over 
the last two years. 
 As you 
would expect, the 
Red Sox are well 
positioned to pull 
off a three-peat in 
the division. The 

goal though, under 
first-year man-
ager Alex Cora, is 
to make it deep into 
the postseason for 
the first time since 
the team’s cham-
pionship season of 
2013. 
 Cora will 
first be judged by 
whether the team 
makes the playoffs. 
 Then he’ll be 
judged by whether 
he can substantially 
improve upon the 
team’s 1-6 record in 
ALDS play over the 
last two years. 
 Two players 
to watch this sea-
son include Bryce 
Harper of the Wash-
ington Nationals and 
Jose Bautista of the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

 Bautista had 
his worst year as a 
member of the Blue 
Jays producing a 
WAR (Wins Above 
Replacement) of 
1.0. 
 Coming off 
the 2015 NL MVP 
Award season, 
Harper took a big 
step back. 
 After a 
productive month 
of April, he hit .235 
with 15 home runs, 
62 RBIs and a .367 
on-base percentage. 
 Based on 
his spring training 
numbers, Harper 
looks ready to have 
a comeback season.  
 We’re in for 
another fantastic 
MLB season this 
year, so stay tuned!

by Greg Thornton
MLB Preview-Astros Among Contenders in ‘18



College Preview: 
York College of Pennsylvania

     Dates to 
   Remember 

 York College of Pennsylvania is a 4-year college lo-
cated in South-Central Pennsylvania. It’s approximately 2 hours 
away from Riverside. Furthermore, they have a 45.5% accep-
tance rate. Tuition can cost anywhere from $15,000 to 30,000 
per year depending on scholarships, and if you live in-state or 
not. 
 York College has over 50 majors so as to suit everyone. 
The most popular fields to study are Nursing, Biology, Business 
and Education. The classes are usually small and average 19 
kids per class. The school also offers master programs in educa-
tion, business and nursing. 
 The school mascot is a Spartan. The Spartans have 
many sports teams. These teams include, but are not limited to 
basketball, lacrosse and soccer. Overall, York College of Penn-
sylvania has been rated with 3.⅘ stars. Students have described 
it as “hands on” and “very easy to adjust to.” So, whether 
you’re looking for academics, sports or clubs, York College of 
Pennsylvania is a place to consider! 

by Annie Magargal

 With every 
prom season, comes 
new styles and 
colors for both girls 
and guys. 
 After doing 
some research, there 
are a variety of 
colors that will be 
making an appear-
ance quite fre-
quently this season. 
They are burgundy, 
emerald green and 
yellow.  
 These deep-
er colors seem to 
be becoming more 
popular. Some clas-

sic colors that were 
very popular in 
years’ past include 
navy, red,and white. 
 This past 
year had some 
trendy styles that 
made the cut again 
this year. 
 Whether 
you’re in search for 
a new dress that will 
pop in your photos 
or a tuxedo that will 
coordinate with 
your date perfectly, 
this will surely give 
you some ideas. 
 Two-piece 
gowns have been 
extremely popular 
for the past two 
prom seasons. Not 
only are they fun 
and unique, but they 
come in various 

colors and designs.
 However, 
with every year 
comes new favor-
ites. Satin dresses 
have made many 
appearances in 2017 
and will also be in 
2018.  Crystallized 
gowns also have 
been common in 
2017, as well as 
other textures such 
as ruffles and frills. 
 For tux-
edos, instead of the 
typical black tux, 
white tuxedos have 
become very popu-
lar.   
 White ap-
pears a lot cleaner 
with their date’s 
matching color un-
derneath. The shade 
tends to pop more 

against the white 
especially in photos. 
The classic black 
tuxedo will also 
make an appearance 
in many proms this 
year.   
 Although 
prom trends are 
always changing, 
there are certain 
styles that will 
never fade. These 
are just some new 
styles you are 
bound to see in 
2018 at your prom.

by Juliana Rudzinski

The Scoop on Prom 2018 Trends

by Joslyn Epperson 
Prom 2018 Preview
 With prom 
season right around 
the corner, many 
students are eager to 
know the details of 
the 2018 prom.  
 This year’s 
prom theme is Mas-
querade and will be 
held on May 11th 
from 6-10PM at the 
Collingswood Grand 
Ballroom.  Tux-
edo fitting through 
Formal Expressions 
was on  March 27th 
during both lunches. 
A deposit of $20 was 
required to reserve 
the rental. 
 The prom 
tickets cost $65 and 
will be on sale 4/9 
through 4/13 in front 
of the main office.  
No tickets will be 
sold after 2pm on 
4/13. 

 The color 
scheme for the un-
forgettable event will 
be royal blue, purple, 
silver and black. 
The prom menu will 
start off with hors 
d’oeuvres followed 
by a slider bar, a 
salad and pasta bar, a 
mexican bar and an 
ice cream bar for des-
sert. Included in the 
price of the ticket is 
unlimited 4x6 photos 
taken in the photo 
booth.  The photo 
booth will be ready 
at all times to capture 
the amazing moments 
created during the 
prom. 
 Last but not 
least, the DJ for the 
event will be the one 
and only Mr. Jim 
DiMiero. It is sure to 
be a fantastic night! 

3/30-4/5
Spring Break 

4/6
1/2 day (Snow 

Day Make 
up)

4/23-4/27
Senior Trip 

4/27
Sophomore 

Trip 

5/11 
Prom



How do you feel about be-
ing a little over one year 
away from graduating?
I`m excited, but scared be-
cause I can`t wait to experi-
ence senior year, but right 
now I have no idea what I 
want to do after high school. 

What`s your favorite thing 
about RHS?
Probably the diversity of my 
classmates and how funny 
some of them are. 

What sports and/or activi-
ties do you participate in?
I play Basketball, Soccer and 
Track. 

What are your least favor-
ite classes this year?
Math and chemistry because 
they`re so difficult. 

Who is the teacher you 
look up to the most? 
Mrs. Varga, because of her 
sense of humor and how 
awesome she is with all of 
her students, including me. 

by Kim DeFabis

Jessica 
Sazo

Book Review 
by 

Shontelle Cooper
 
          The book “The Sun and Her Flower” 
     is a good reflective book to read. It is 
a perfect read for anyone who has lost someone or 
gone through a break up. Rupi Kaur’s “The Sun and 
Her Flower” is “the recipe of life.” It is a unique story 
written in the form of poetry. A sounding story of 
growth, decay, healing, and awakening. 
 This story is about the cycle of a flower. It 
goes through all the stages of wilting, rooting, fall-
ing, blooming and rising. Each page is a poem with 
an illustration. Through this flowers journey it grows 
despite all odds. It is a feel good story about battered 
souls who rise above all that has kept them down. In 
a garden, buds in need of water, grow into beautiful 
flowers. I highly recommend this book to everyone. It 
is relatable and will warm your heart. It is very uplift-
ing.

 On March 
9th, the 75th pick for 
Sports Night took 
place.  There were 
forty students who 
came out to pick. To 
be eligible to com-
pete, each girl had to 
be passing six classes 
and maintaining a 
grade point average 
of at least a seven-
ty. 
 The audi-
torium was full of 
nervous girls who pa-
tiently waited to pick 
their team. Sports 
Night Association 
Officers were also 
revealed and both the 
Maroon and White 
teams voted for their 
captain. The theme 
for Sports Night was 
also announced. 
 The Maroon 
Team received twen-
ty-one new additions 
to their team and the 
White Team received 

nineteen. Every new 
member of each team 
was welcomed with 
cheers and hugging. 
 When 
asked how she felt 
when she chose the 
White Team, Fresh-
man Grace Furniss 
responded, “I was a 
little surprised when 
it happened. To be 
completely honest, I 
wanted Maroon, but 
as soon as I jumped 
off the stage and 
everyone hugged 
me, I knew this 
would be the team 
for me.” Freshman, 
Joelle Otto was asked 
what she was most 
excited about after 
picking Maroon and 
her response was, “I 
cannot wait to try out 
for Maroon Jazz.”
 The SNA 
officers selected were 
President Skylar Van-
Syl, Vice President 

Juliette DiFilippo, 
Secretary Makayla 
Jack and Treasurer 
Serina Kanoc. When 
asked how she felt 
about being a SNA 
Officer, Treasurer 
Serina Kanoc re-
plied, “It’s going to 
be time consuming 
in the final weeks of 
Sports Night, but I 
am definitely up for 
the task.” 
 Taylor Minu-
to won the vote for 
Maroon Team Cap-
tain and Katie Wal-
lace became White 
Team Captain. The 
teams erupted into 
cheers when their 
new captains were 
announced. Last but 
not least, the theme 
of Sports Night was 
announced. 
 This years 
theme is “she be-
lieved she could, so 
she did.”     

by Casey Oram
Sports Night Freshmen Pick 2018



 On Febru-
ary 14th, the Lady 
Rams Basketball 
Team played a 
game at the 76ers 
stadium in Philadel-
phia.  
 The Varsity 
team played Med-
ford Tech on the 
exact same court the 
76ers play on, while 
JV was invited to 
watch. 
 At the end 
of the game, the 
score was 40-32 
resulting in a Rams 

loss. 
 To add to 
the heat, halfway 
through the game, 
Junior Hailey Rus-
sell reached 1,000 
points. Hailey Rus-
sell said,” When I 
reached 1000 points 
I was very excited 
and proud of myself 
for reaching such a 
big accomplishment 
and showing that 
my hard work pays 
off.” 
 Although 
the game ended in a 

devastating defeat, 
everyone was happy 
for Hailey and was 
thrilled for what 
happened next. 
 After the 
Lady Rams’ game 
was over, both JV 
and Varsity got to 
stay and watch the 
76ers game, as long 
as they had previ-
ously paid for a 
seat. 
 The tickets 
were only $10 and 
Coach Atkinson 
handled all of the 

money and the 
tickets needed for 
the 76ers game. 
 Not only 
did the basketball 
team get an oppor-
tunity to watch the 
game, but other 
students could go 
as well. 

 Leaving 
school, a bus took 
students to the game 
and took students 
back to the school af-
ter the third quarter. 
The game ended in a 
victory for the 76ers, 
104-102, against the 
Miami Heat. 

by Brea Horta
Lucky to Play on a Court of Dreams 

 One of the 
most exciting sport-
ing events to watch 
is March Madness. 
 This tour-
nament involves 
the best college 
basketball teams in 
the nation who fight 
their way to the 
finals to prove that 
they are the best 
team. 
 As of right 

March Madness Mayhem
now the top five 
teams expected to 
win the tournament 
are Villanova, Vir-
ginia, Duke, Michi-
gan and Michigan 
State. The odds are 
in Villanova’s and 
Virginia’s favor 
with the odds of 
5/1. 
 With the 
next best odds 
comes Duke with 

their odds of 6/1. 
Michigan and Mich-
igan State come 
after Duke with 
the odds of 8/1. 
These teams are the 
powerhouses of the 
tournament, how-
ever the outcome of 
it tends to shocks 
millions of specta-
tors every year. 
 Some spec-
tators take the tour-

nament very seri-
ously and have a 
way to show this. 
They gamble on 
games and have 
gatherings with 
friends.  The main 
way of gambling 
on the tournament 
and who is going 
to win, is to fill 
out brackets. 
 There are 
68 teams in these 

brackets and you 
have to pick who will 
win each game. Who-
ever has the most 
wins in their bracket 
or whoever picks the 
winner usually coins 
the money. 
 This makes 
watching the games 
more competitive and 
always makes the 
games more exciting 
to watch for fans.

by Alex Stockton 

 The NBA 
regular season is 
already halfway over 
and playoffs are right 
around the corner.
 The Houston 
Rockets have the 
best record in the 
NBA at 53-14. 
 Their very 
own James Harden 
is looking to get his 
first Most Valuable 
Player trophy at the 
end of this season. 
Not only does his 
team hold the best 

record as of now, 
but he also leads the 
league in points per 
game with an aver-
age of 31.0 ppg. 
 Harden was 
a runner up in years 
past for the MVP of 
the league, but he 
looks like the solid 
pick for it this year. 
       Harden’s tough-
est competition for 
MVP is Lebron 
James.
  In his 15th 
season, LeBron 

James is averaging 
26.9 points per game, 
9.0 points per game 
and 8.5 rebounds per 
game. 
 The main 
reason LeBron 
could win MVP over 
Harden is because 
Harden is known for 
his lack of defense. 
 However, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 
have been very dis-
appointing this year 
with a decent record 
of 39-28. When it 

comes to MVP vot-
ing, wins are taken 
into account. 
       Russell West-
brook could also 
be considered 
tough competition 
for Harden. He is 
nearly averaging a 
triple-double at 25.3 
ppg, 10.2 apg and 
9.6 rpg. 
 Westbrook’s 
team, the Oklahoma 
City Thunder,has 
also been very 
disappointing this 

year, especially after 
making big moves 
last off-season. This 
could significantly 
hurt Westbrook’s MVP 
chances. 
        James Harden is 
easily the front run-
ner for MVP since 
he averages the most 
points and has the best 
record in the NBA.  
Nobody is a lock in for 
MVP, since the NBA 
is full of  high-motor 
superstars for the 
championship. 

by Jordan Cahill 
Time for a NBA MVP Race 



 With 
much anticipa-
tion, another sea-
son of baseball 
has started.  
 Varsity 
coaches Mr. Gary 
Herron and Mr. 
Chris McManus 
got right to work 
with pitcher and 
catcher 5 a.m.’s 
from the start of 
the season. 

 The baseball 
team has added 
about ten new 
players and there 
is a possibility of 
a freshman varsity 
team this year. 
 The varsity 
baseball team had 
their first scrim-
mage on March 
15th against 
Moorestown 
Friends Academy. 

 “I feel really 
great about this 
season,” said var-
sity pitcher Justin 
Schulin. “I feel that 
if we win a state 
championship, it’ll 
be this year.” 
 Justin’s 
big ambitions are 
shared by the var-
sity team captains 
Frankie Doelling, 
Anthony Perez and 

by Malachi Brown

Eddie Salkowski. 
 These three 
seniors lead the 
team and provide 
motivation for the 
underclassmen.  
 With this 
being their last year 
on the team, they 
want to make it a 
memorable one.  
 Be sure to 
show your Ram 
pride and cheer 

Batters Up for a New Season 

 The River-
side Track and 
Field team started 
the new season 
coming off of a 
good year and 
have high hopes 
to have another 
great year. 
 The boys 
team came into 
the season with 
the excitement 
of their first ever 
league title and 

they are looking to 
repeat.   
Seniors Quai Mor-
ton, Pat Tillinghast, 
Manny Harris and 
Jody Johnson are 
looking to lead the 
way for the Rams.  
 Danny Ham-
lin said “The team 
has a lot of promise 
for this year.”
 The girls 
track team is also 
ready to take the 

title for the Rams 
this year.   
 Hannah Rus-
sell, Jaison Ashley 
and Natalie Augusto 
are ready leading 
the team into a good 
year.
 Coaches for 
the rams are boys’ 
head coach Mr. Mat 
Postell as the boys’ 
head coach and 
girls’ head coach 
Mr. Marc Ballan-

tyne. 
 Mrs. Katie 
Morton and Ms. 
Michelle Santos are 
assistant coaches for 
the Rams. 
 With some 
of the best coaches 
around, the team is 
bound for a good 
year.
 The team 
will put in hard 
work to achieve 
their goals for the 

year. 
 Their first 
meet is April 4, 
2018 at Maple 
Shade. Be there 
to support your 
track team trying 
to win their Divi-
sion Title.

by Sammy Gogliuzza                        
Rams Running in to a New Season 

 The Lady 
Rams’ Softball 
Team is ready 
for a big year. 
 The team 
has been prac-
ticing long and 
hard to achieve 
their goals. 
 With 
Head Coach 
Crystal Wasco 
and Assistant 
Coach Tim 
Costello at the 
helm, they can 

achieve anything. 
 Even though 
they lost their first 
home scrimmage 
against Moore-
stown, they work-
ing hard to ensure 
many future wins. 
 Their prac-
tices are intense, 
but they also partic-
ipate in fun com-
petitions against 
each other team 
members. They 
usually play music 

and compete with 
each other while 
pitching. 
 This year 
there are no seniors 
on the team, there-
fore, juniors Emily 
Wojceichowski, 
Hailey Russell 
and Brianna Fritz 
are captains of the 
team. 
 The Var-
sity team is also 
adorned with two 
new freshmen, 

by Kevinn Tosta
Lady Rams Have High Hopes to Pitch to Victory 

Grace Gogliuzza 
and Joslyn Epper-
son.
 The Rams 
are looking for-

The Lady Rams pose after their first 
home scrimmage. 

ward to a good 
season and their 
first game is at 
Pennsauken on 
April 2.

on the baseball 
team this season.



 The “Freedom Writers” movie is a real treat for me to watch, and upon recently 
reading the book and having the pleasure to see the movie another time, I’ve been asked 
to complete a second review on it. This movie, based on a true story, presents each 
individual character in a way that is coming-of-age and makes it easy to relate
and connect with them personally. It’s a story about loyalty and courage and overcoming struggles from 
the environment you grow up in. It teaches that there is always someone who will take a chance on you 
and believe in you, and that everyone shines with their own special light. We are not the labels we are 
given. 
 The movie takes place in 1994 in Long Beach, California. Excited to begin her new job as a fresh-
men teacher, new-to-the-game Erin Gruwell is starting her first semester. She doesn’t know what trouble 
she’ll be getting herself into until she is thrown into a class filled with students deemed as delinquents and 
trouble makers. These kids come from very shattered backgrounds, and all of which are coaxed into the 
gang life at young ages and throw their lives on the line every time they step out their front door. Race 
and territory wars are common, and hate crimes are at an all time high after the Rodney King riots. Mrs. 
Gruwell decides to make this into a project of changing the status quo. She starts by introducing moving 
literature, then delving into more relatable topics for the students such as the Holocaust. After gaining the 
trust of students such as Eva Benitez, a Latino girl from a respected family in the gang world, the students 
begin to rely on Erin as a mother figure that they’ve been lacking. “Freedom Writers” follows the story of 
a teacher who inspired her class of at-risk children to apply themselves and pursue a higher education than 
high school, and succeededing. 
 Not only is the gang life an issue for characters in this movie, the outside influence of Long Beach 
also becomes a conflict. The main conflicts of this movie follow Mrs. Gruwell as well as the children. It 
seems as though when she had taken these children under her wing, the board office became very heated. 
Upon Erin’s ventures into teaching the junior class, the board office hates her decision and claims it will 
“disrupt teaching schedules and retirement plans”, which, is entirely bogus. These problems with the board 
office are later resolved by Erin’s impeccable ability to reach people on a social and emotional level and as 
for the children in the gang situations? They slowly become less attached to their ties and become inspired 
to go to college and move onto bigger and better things after graduation. 
 I’ve learned from this story that everyone deserves a chance no matter where they are in their 
journey of life. Whether they’ve been in a bad spot, or are coming out of one, giving up on someone just 
because of the color of their skin or the reputations they hold is unjust to them and not a part of the Ameri-
can dream. Everyone deserves opportunity. People, much like Gruwell, put their status on the line for the 
benefit of a generation. Others will learn that we all bleed red, we all go through the same struggles. Just 
the chance to take those chances are greater than anything in the world because of how rewarding the out-
come is. I loved how relatable the characters actually were. 
 The social breakdown of the classroom was very powerful. Scenes like the first day where all the 
kids came in and sat in the groups was strong because it showed how tightly knit the groups actually were 
before the progression of the class. That is a common flaw in human nature in this generation. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the points of view in this movie. Perspective is everything when it comes to learning a life lesson 
and it’s important to see it from all angles. I wouldn’t recommend this movie close-minded people who 
struggle to understand diversity. This nation was founded on chance and trust and for people to shame 
away another because they are different in a certain sense is just wrong. The novel really does trump the 
movie, but the movie presents the flow the book possesses in a beautiful way. The characters recreated on 
the big screen were characters you want to meet, and those who you will never forget.
 I would give this movie 4.5 out of 5 stars. The -.5 of the star is simply because the movie does 
not entirely follow the book which disappointed me. Although the book was very lengthy, there were a 
few short journal entries I wish had actually made the cut. One journal entry that stuck out to me was one 
of the many about molestation and keeping quiet. In today’s society, too many people are too afraid to 
speak up against the injustices they face. Showing this struggle in the movie would have spoken to a lot of 
people and made them understand that speaking out isn’t a death sentence; it’s freedom. 

by Sydnie Hoelz

Freedom Writers
Rewrite Cultural Status-Quo
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    For those who may not know, NBA 2K18 is one of the largest basketball         
                                      franchise games. 2K is one of the most played games on all consoles from PS4 to 
                                      Xbox One.
    My overall opinion about this game is very high, I would rate it a 9 out of 10. 
                2K features many different things throughout the game. One of the most popular 
modes in the game is called MyCareer. This allows you to create your very own character and customize 
them to your own play style. For example, you are able to make a Pure Sharpshooter, which is someone 
who can constantly drain three pointers even when contested. In this mode you are able upgrade your player 
with Virtual Currency (VC).  There are many ways to earn this through the game. You are able to play NBA 
games or go to the Park. The Park is a multiplayer lobby where you play against other people.  You can either 
play alone or you can team up with your friends. Another thing to do in MyCareer is called Pro-Am.  This is 
where you get a team of 5 people and play tournaments against other teams, just like in the real NBA.  
 Another popular gamemode to play is MyTeam. In this mode, you are able to basically play the GM 
spot and create your own team. You gain players by opening packs and increasing your level. You are also 
able to spend the VC that you earn in games to get better players for your team. 
 The last mode is called PlayNow and this is blacktop basketball. You are able to play with your 
friends if you are on the same console. The blacktop allows you to set up either a 1 on 1 all the way up to a 
5 on 5 and you pick the players that are on your team. The player selection is very large and you are able to 
choose almost anyone from the past NBA years and the newer players. There are also selections to play with 
NBA All Star players, where their stats are boosted beyond usual. 
 Once again, this game is very fun and enjoyable to play.   If you enjoy a good game to play and you 
enjoy basketball, this may be the game for you. I would strongly recommend this game to all of my friends. 

Game Review on NBA 2K18
by Anthony Moyer

 The 2018 
Winter Olympics 
was a multi-sport 
event. It was held 
from February 9th 
to February 25th, 
in Pyeongchang 
County, South 
Korea. The opening 
rounds for certain 
events were held 
on February 8th. 
This year was the 
first year that South 
Korea hosted the 
Winter Olympics. 
 There were 
a total of 92 nations 
that participated in 
the Winter Olym-
pics. 
 The total 
amount of partici-
pants in the events 
was 2,922.  There 
were 1,680 men 
and 1,242 women. 
Also, there were 
102 events and 15 

sports. 
 The sports 
were alpine ski-
ing, biathlon, 
bobsleigh,cross- 
country skiing, curl-
ing, figure skating, 
freestyle skiing, ice 
hockey, luge, nordic 
combined, short 
track speed skiing, 
skeleton, ski jump-
ing, snowboarding 
and speed skating.
 This year 
came with some 
record-breaking 
performances to 
gold medal favor-
ites failing to make 
the podium. Cou-
ples figure skaters 
Nathan Chen and 
Mari Nagasu made 
history with their 
performances, but 
failed to make it 
to their individual 
podiums. 

 The U.S. 
Women’s Ice 
Hockey team beat 
Canada for the first 
time in 20 years.  
 The U.S. 
men’s curling team 
won after making it 
to the country’s first 
ever gold medal 
match in the event. 
 The final 
scores in the Olym-
pics were Norway 
in first place, Ger-
many in second, 
Canada in third 
and United States 
in fourth. Norway 
had 39 medals, 
Germany had 31, 
Canada had 29, and 
the United States 
had 23. 
 The Winter 
Olympics were a 
very exciting event 
that was viewed by 
many. 

by Rian Brownback 
Winter Olympics Recap


